
Front Door, Back Door 
 
Some years ago I was sharing in leadership in a men’s retreat. The worship leader was a good 
friend whom we’ll call Norm. 
 
Bearded, barrel chested and very “country” in general, Norm had an eighth-grade education and was 
a sign-painter. He was a humble man with an uncomplicated approach to life, and he had learned to 
play the Autoharp by ear. He moved into another sphere and had a way of taking you with him, when 
he played it and worshipped Jesus! 
 
Norm held the instrument close to his chest as his fingers caressed the strings to produce the 
Autoharp’s gentle music that so represented his own spirit. His love for Jesus was communicated 
through his big smile. God seemed to delight in coming among us when Norm was leading. 
 
But this day it was different. Norm was trying but it just wasn’t there. The smile - - the freedom - - the 
presence of God and the response of the men, were missing. What was going on? 
 
I asked God to show me what the problem was and He did. At the first break I took Norm aside and 
said something like this.  “Norm, I know you to be a man of humility. You are also a gifted musician 
who enjoys leading worship. Satan has come to you many times and tried to make you proud of your 
gift, and of the way God comes among us when you lead, but you have remained humble. So, if he 
can’t get you through the front door of temptation to pride, he’ll try the back door. He’s now telling 
you that since you have a good gift, and you enjoy using it, that you must certainly be proud. Norm, 
you are not. You are a humble servant of God, and you are letting Satan’s false accusation restrain 
you and hold you back from leading us in worship in the way God has gifted you to.” I then prayed 
with him and encouraged him to “get out there and do it”. He did.  
 
It is important that we search our hearts, with a readiness to confess sin. It’s also important that we 
understand the wiles of the enemy and that we learn to refuse false accusation. Certain 
vulnerabilities accompany every good thing God has entrusted to us. Every gift that brings richness 
to our life or Christian service will become the object of Satan’s efforts.  
 
Guy Stuff 
Part of the wonderful richness of maleness and masculinity is our capacity to be visually stimulated 
and to be easily aroused sexually. Yep, that is a “wonderful richness.” 
 
However, countless men suffer under a cloud of shame because they misunderstand their God-
given attraction to “woman.” That attraction is as natural as the sunrise, but it requires our being 
responsible in how we handle it. (If women, with their more spontaneous emotions and 
responsiveness, were as easily stimulated sexually as us guys are, we’d be in real trouble!) 
 
We need to understand that it is not sinful to recognize that a certain woman is attractive. Several 
scriptures describe a certain woman as being “beautiful of face and figure.” It is sin however, when a 
woman other than our wife becomes the object of desire. We may not, even in our imagination, 
release toward her the sexual appetite that God has placed within us, which is for our wife alone. 
And we may need to distinguish between recognizing beauty and being drawn toward sensuality. 



Masculine 
Among other things, masculinity implies strength; thinking through something before we jump into it; 
and a “big picture” approach to life. That’s why we listen longer before going to the altar, as I 
describe in “Let the Men be Men,” and those traits must be brought into play in this setting. We must 
respond out of strength, not weakness. We must think through the consequences. And we must 
know the big-picture of how sin would affect commitments and relationships. (One mark of a superior 
pilot is that he thinks through potential crisis situations before they occur, and then when they do, he 
acts out of previously considered responses. Think about that!) 
 
Satan’s first effort will be to tempt us to sin - to linger, droll, and start to imagine and desire. That’s 
the front door. If he can’t move us toward genuine lust (desire to have), he’ll try the back door and 
accuse us of sinning because we were tempted. But temptation isn’t sin. Sin occurs when we receive 
a temptation into ourselves and proceed toward acting upon it. 
 
Another back door is when he accuses us of being “dirty” simply because we recognize a woman as 
being attractive. While actual sin is obviously the most harmful, accepting false accusation also 
handicaps us, robbing us of freedom and diminishing the positive aspects of our masculine traits. 
 
“Oops Moments” 
Us guys will have “oops moments” as long as we have red blood running in our veins. You are sitting 
in the restaurant and a nicely configured waitress bends over the table next to you to wipe it off. As 
we grow in godly manhood we’ll learn to quickly turn away but sometimes we might have an oops. 
Maybe we need to laugh together about it and move on with our conversation. 
 
Yes, we do need to deliberately turn away from the provocative woman. “Christian” or not, she is 
Satan’s weapon against us. And if we find our oops moments to be frequent, or lingering, we need to 
ask for help. Discuss it with Father, or with a guy friend who is “real” about these things.  
 
Disempowering the Darkness 
The darkness and assumed perverseness that we so often assign to these male traits, and 
especially to oops moments, actually empowers them in Satan’s hand. Maybe we need to lighten up 
a bit, freely acknowledging and cherishing our ability to be stimulated, but determining to grow in 
self-control. It’s a process. And possibly us guys need to wink at each other when we observe a 
potential oops opportunity nearby. “Wow zee - - but it’s not for me.” 
 
I’m not suggesting casualness about sin or even about vulnerability to temptation. I am saying that 
these inclinations and vulnerabilities are part of the wonder of maleness, and that we need to 
understand and accept ourselves and each other and work together toward their healthy expression. 
We must also refuse to allow Satan to bring shame upon us through either the front or back doors of 
temptation or accusation – or by feeding us the line that to be male is to be dirty.  
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