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Thesis statement:  The concept of "the word of the cross" is foundational to our experiencing the 

“Zoë” fullness of life that Jesus provided for us at such a terrible price. 
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IV. Foolishness - - But the Power of God 

V. Conclusion 

 

I. The Issue 

    In I Corinthians 1:18 God says through Paul, "For the word of the cross is to those who are 

perishing foolishness, but to us who are being saved it the power of God." (NAS) 

     What is this "message of the cross" (NKJV and NIV)?  Why is it foolishness to some, and 

how does it become power to us?   

     The subject of the cross is not popular sermon material. It is touched on at Easter in many 

churches, but usually in evangelistic or sentimental terms.  That is, we are reminded that in 

shedding His blood and dying on the cross Jesus satisfied the wrath of God against our sins, and 

now we can have peace with God forever - - and especially when we die.  

     But there is something more here - - something for living today in a broken and corrupt 

world. The word of the cross is not just for the sweet bye and bye - - it's for the nasty now and 

now! In the NAS, NKJV and the NIV, Verse 18 says "but to us who are being saved it is the 

power of God".  Notice the "being saved."  There's a sense of ongoingness - - not just for our 

day of salvation and then our final entrance into His presence forever! 

 

II. The Word 

     First, let's look at the meaning of "word," here.  This is the Greek "logos" (Strong’s 3056), 

which not only speaks of a word but includes its larger message and implications.   

     Lawrence O. Richards says "The 'word' is the active, powerful presence of God, through 

which he works his will in history." (634)  Later he adds "The Word is both recorded truth and 

our moment of truth - - both truth about God and the place where we meet God personally." 

(635) 

     Kittle and Friedrich state that "The logos is always, concretely, a spoken word, not a mere 

concept."  Speaking of Jesus as the 'Logos,' they assert "The word is not just what Jesus said but 

the mystery of God disclosed in Christ." (512)  I believe that much the same could be said for 

"the word of the cross."  

     Vine, Unger and White say that logos "'denotes the expression of thought' -- not the mere 

name of an object -- (a) as embodying a conception or idea - - ."  

     I believe it's accurate to say that "the 'logos' of the cross" is a message from God which 

comes to us in words. This message both presents a concept and embodies a personal 



2 

 

experience as it communicates the active, powerful presence of God at work in the life of the 

believer.  Through it He accomplishes His work in and through us.  There are often dimensions 

to a "word" which escape our human understanding - - and so it is with this word! 

     Both the NKJV and NIV use "message" for logos here, which seems most fitting to me. 

 

III. The Cross 

     So what is the message of the cross?   It does not only convey the evangelistic nature of the 

cross, important as that is.  It includes the larger sense of what the cross implied for Jesus and 

its parallel implications for us in terms of agony, death, and new life in accordance with the 

purposes and power of God.  That would seem to be most in line with the concept of "logos." 

     According to Oswald Chambers, "The Cross is the point where God and sinful man merge 

with a crash and the way to life is opened - -." (97) 

     In the April 12 meditation Chambers says "The life that was in Jesus is made ours by means 

of His Cross when once we make the decision to be identified with Him." (103) 

     For August 6 he asserts "The cross stands for one thing only for us -- a complete and entire 

and absolute identification with the Lord Jesus Christ - - ." (219) 

     For Jesus, and for us, "the cross" as it is used here symbolizes the laying down of human 

desires and expectations, and the embracing of the God's purposes. 

     Of this, Chambers says in the August 6 portion, "Surrender is not the surrender of the external 

life, but of the will; when that is done, all is done.  There are very few crises in life; the great 

crisis is the surrender of the will" (257), adding "It is a question of being united with Jesus in 

His death until nothing ever appeals to you that did not appeal to Him." He continues, "After 

surrender - - what?  The whole of life after surrender is an aspiration for unbroken communion 

with God." (257) 

    For October 6 Chambers declares, "Redemption means that Jesus Christ can put into any man 

the hereditary disposition that was in Himself, and all the standards He gives are based on that 

disposition:  His teaching is for the life He puts in.  The moral transaction on my part is 

agreement with God's verdict on sin in the Cross of Jesus Christ." (280) 

     In the November 18 piece Chambers says "We are designed with a great capacity for God; 

and sin and our individuality are the things that keep us from getting at God.  God delivers us 

from sin: we have to deliver ourselves from individuality, i.e., to present our natural life to God 

and sacrifice it until it is transformed into a spiritual life by obedience.  It is what Paul means in 

Gal. 2:20 'I have been crucified with Christ' - his natural individuality has been broken and his 

personality united with his lord, not merged but united." (323) 

 

     Thomas a Kempis also sees "the cross" as being the place where we trade our wretchedness 

for the wonders of godliness.  Speaking for the heart of God, he says, "If you wish to obtain the 

blessed life, despise this present life.  If you desire to be exalted in Heaven, humble yourself in 

this world.  If you will to reign with Me, bear the Cross with Me.  For only the servants of the 

Cross find the life of Blessedness and of true light." (59) 

     On the previous page he asserted that, "As the absence of all craving for outward things 

brings inward peace, so the setting aside of self inwardly units you to God." (58)  He would say 

that this happens in our identification with Jesus and the cross. 
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      Lewis B. Smedes helps us broaden our understanding with "Coming alive to God (Rom. 

6:10) means that we gain a new point of orientation, a new goal, and thus a new direction.  

More, it means that we live by a new power (Phil. 3:10) within a new life order.  Raised with 

Christ means that we are "in Christ" with all that this implies." (98) 

 

IV. Foolishness - - But the Power of God 

     It's hard to separate these two in the way I would have liked, because they are so closely 

intertwined in the way they relate to this issue. 

     In John 17:1 and 5 Jesus spoke of the cross as His "glorification."  That seems so strange to 

us, because we think of the cross (both for Jesus and for us) as a symbol of humiliation.  How 

could suffering and death be glorification or exaltation?  This is part of the "foolishness" of the 

cross. 

     It was there that His Person was confirmed.  It was revealed to all that truly, this was the Son 

of God.  In that He was glorified, lifted up, and vindicated.   If we come to the cross as Jesus 

did, God will also confirm by His Presence and power that we are His.  That is not a small 

thing.  In fact, in the face of contradictions and rejection for His sake it can be pretty rewarding.  

     But it was much more than a human vindication. On the cross, the God/man Jesus Christ 

opened and passed through a formerly closed and barred doorway, leading all who will follow. 

 It was the doorway to the richness of life which God always intended for humankind, but which 

we were barred from because of sin.   

     It is a richness which comes by living in harmony with God's purposes, by His power.  It has 

quality beyond description and quantity beyond measure.  Its treasures are more deeply hidden 

from the eyes of sinful man than gold which might be in the center of the earth.  

     Through this doorway we find inner peace in place of turmoil; joy in the midst of trials; the 

freedom of love toward those who cause us hurt; and the confidence of justice in the face of the 

seemingly overwhelming injustices of life.  Add to that a sense of identity and worth which is 

rooted in our position before God and is not dependent upon persons or things; confidence for 

tomorrow in spite of today's uncertainties; and the freedom to come into His very presence in 

times of need - - and you have a package which makes the (our) agony of the cross seem trivial. 

 

      All this is for us.  It is for all who will follow Jesus through the same door of the cross.  But 

we need to be broken before the Father just as Jesus was - - laying down all pride, self-interest 

and self-sufficiency.  We can carry none of that through the doorway!   

     The power of God, then, is manifested in His pouring all these riches out upon us, lifting us 

up above the vanities and futilities of this world, and enabling us to triumph over the power of 

Satan and the flesh. 

     In speaking of the N.T. writers, John R. W. Stott says, "More than that, suffering was glory, 

and whenever they were 'insulted because of the name of Christ,' then 'the Spirit of glory' rested 

upon them." (40)  He also asserts "There is no greater cleavage between faith and unbelief than 

in their respective attitudes to the cross.  Where faith sees glory, unbelief sees only disgrace." 

(40) 

     Speaking of the heart of man, as he considers the call to the cross, Dr. Neil T. Anderson 

declares "Being separated from God, man can only attempt to find meaning and purpose in life 
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through his physical existence.  He becomes his own little god, and his life is characterized by 

pride, self-exaltation, and independence from the God who made him. 'I will determine my own 

purpose, establish my own identity, and live as I choose,' he asserts confidently." (34) 

     Further on he adds "The diabolical idea that man is his own god is the heartbeat of the Satan-

inspired secularist worldview and the primary link in the chain of spiritual bondage to the 

kingdom of darkness." (34)   

     This idea that we are able to rule ourselves is the basic reason why the message of the cross 

seems foolish to us.  This idea is equally deeply ingrained, and futile.  It is protected by pride 

and justified by the world around us - - including many who profess to follow Christ.  But for 

those who "hear," there is a much better way.     

     A few pages later Anderson says, "When you deny yourself, you invite God to take the throne 

of your life, to occupy what is rightfully His, so that you may function as a person who is 

spiritually alive in Christ.  Denying yourself is essential to spiritual freedom." (36) 

     In comparing the giving of ourselves to life on one side of the door, or the other side, 

Anderson asserts, "Shoot for this world and that's all you'll get, and eventually you will lose 

even that.  But shoot for the next world and God will throw in this one as a bonus." (38)  One 

side of the door is "lose - lose."  The other side is "win - win."   

 

     Richard J. Foster is a good thinker in this area.  He says. "In reality, Jesus' teaching on self-

denial is the only thing that will genuinely bring self-fulfillment and self-actualization." (99), 

and then "Self-denial declares that we are of infinite worth and shows us how to realize it." (99)  

     John F. Walvoord and Roy B. Zuck state that "The message of the cross cuts to the heart of 

self-centeredness."  Later in the same paragraph they say, "'The message of the cross' is the 

message of self-renunciation, of obedience to God which may lead as it did in Jesus' case to 

humiliation and death, but which ultimately leads not to self-destruction but to preservation 

(Mark 8:34-35) and exaltation (2 Tim. 2:12; Rev. 22:5)" (509) 

     Andrew Murray is a respected writer on the issue of the cross.  Speaking of the resurrection 

life of Jesus in us today, Murray says, "He won the power to do this through death; in its inmost 

nature the life He imparts is a life out of death.  It is a life that has been surrendered to death and 

been won through death. He who came to dwell in them was Himself One who had been dead 

and now lives forevermore.  His life, His person, His presence, bears the marks of death, of 

being a life begotten out of death." (74) 

 

V. Conclusion 

     "Christianity" as it is often known today is quite superficial and impotent.  It requires little 

commitment and its capacity to produce God-honoring fruit is almost inconsequential.  We have 

become homogenized with the world, while God wants us to be the rich cream which comes to 

the top.  

     "The word of the cross" is not being preached in our churches today.  We have forgotten 

about Jeremiah 2:13, "For My people have committed two evils: they have forsaken Me, the 

fountain of living waters, to hew for themselves cisterns, broken cisterns, that can hold no 

water."  We have abandoned the word of the cross for a message which actually glorifies man's 

attempt toward self rule.  One wonders how long God will bear with such insults to His Name 
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and to the Name of Christ. 

     I believe I can say with certainty that many "good Christians" are not very interested in 

hearing this word.  They are quite satisfied with things as they are and don't want to be messed 

with.  In many cases a pastor's tenure would be put at risk if he pushed very far into this topic. 

     I can also say with some measure of integrity that, although I have only touched the edges of 

"the word of the cross" in my own walk, I have seen enough of it to know its sweetness and to 

want more.  There are several areas of my life where I am presently seeking the heart of God 

and the application of these principles.  I do so with confident expectation. 

 

This is #17 in the series "Snippets From the Good Book,” and is one of many short 
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